COMFORTINGTRUTHSINHERENT
IN THE FEAST OF DORMITION
By St. John of Kronstadt

bt Blessed is God for

having granted us
this great day, in which
from ancient times and
with triumphant hymns
the universal Church ac-
companies heavenward
into supreme Zion the
incorruptible body of the
Mother of God together
with Her soul, and allows

us to take pleasure in the
spiritual fragrance of Her
indescribable holiness
and in all the virtues with
which She was endowed by the Holy Spirit and by the Son of
God, Who had issued from Her by taking on human nature!
With what tenderness, joy, and piety did the apostles and
all the other elect enjoy the wondrous vision of the reposing
Theotokos visage, all shining with heavenly light, and the
indescribable heavenly fragrance of Her God-bearing body,
and the contemplation of the brightest visage of Her Son and
God, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who had come to take His holy
Mother’s soul into His hands! O, this was a celestial vision on
earth, never seen before! Even the heavenly angels were visibly
present here together with their King and Master.

Only three days did the Most-pure body of the Theoto-
kos, buried by the apostles in Gethsemane, remain in the
tomb, only three days did it stay there, and afterwards it was
resurrected by the Lord and united with Her soul, and She
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for this damnation together with Adam through the sin of
disobedience —and even to this day its consequences continue
to overshadow sinners who do not know God, their Saviour.
But the Theotokos, through Her humility, obedience, meek-
ness, God-like purity, acceptance of the Archangel’s tidings,
and above all through Her wondrous bearing of the Son of
God in Her womb, attracted God’s blessing upon the world
by giving birth to the Saviour of the world and obtaining the
benevolence of the Heavenly Father towards all the faithful.
Another consequence of God’s damnation of mankind was
death, but Christ, the Son of God, Who was born of the The-
otokos in flesh, Who suffered and died for the sins of mankind,
took upon Himself our damnation, vanquished our death by
His death, and removed the curse from us by crucifying our
sins on the cross and granting us incorruptibility, resurrection,
and immortality.

Such are the comforting truths which the feast of the Dor-
mition of the Theotokos brings us: it assures us that Christ
the Saviour, born from the Most-pure Virgin Mary, removed
from us the curse of our sins and granted to all of us resur-
rection from the dead on the last day of the world. Is this not
comforting for every Christian believer?

And having such an expectation of a general resurrection
from the dead, let us try throughout our entire life to be-
come worthy of the glorious resurrection into eternal life by
means of constant repentance, battle with our passions and
the temprtations of the flesh and the world, and strive for
success in all virtues, in order to eternally enjoy the infinite,
incorruptible, surpassing all understanding, all feeling and all
expectation—the blessings of the Heavenly Kingdom, together
with God, the Mother of God, the holy angels, and all the
saints. Amen.




