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Following the Star to Jesus

stars and planets had an influence on human life and events. They were
religious men seeking more light and knowledge. Although pagans, they
were part of God’s plan of salvation.

If God were to send a prophet or angel to the Magi, they would not have listened.
But God sent a star, because they were familiar with stars. The Lord created curiosity in
them by sending a large, extraordinary star on a course unknown to them. The star was
God’s fulfillment of their expectations, for by it they would find truth and knowledge.

The star, however, was not actually a star. St. John Chrysostom instructs us that it
was God’s power, glory and light appearing as a star. He provides four arguments to
prove his point. First, the star had an uncommon, unnatural course. It went from north to
south, from Persia to Palestine, instead of going east to west.

Secondly, the star appeared not only at night, but also at midday, while the sun
was shining. Its splendor overcame the rays of the sun; otherwise it would not have
been visible.

Thirdly, the Christmas star appears and disappears. It appeared as they traveled to
Palestine and disappeared when they arrived in Jerusalem. It appeared again after the
Magi left Herod.

Fourthly, St. John Chrysostom says that the star points out the way. “Lo
the star went before them till it came down and stood over the place where the young
child was.” The star did not remain in the heavens; it “came down.” The moon is seen
larger than the stars from the earth. It doesn’t shine on one area, but over hundreds of
miles. How, asks the saint, could a star point to a little stable unless it actually came
down and stood over it?

Jesus, at His birth, is revealed by a star as the only true object of worship. Jesus,
the Light of the World, would dispel darkness and guide us to the heavenly Kingdom by
exposing sin, and offering an alternative — God, peace, love and joy.

All the Old Testament hopes are fulfilled in the Christmas star. All the hopes of
the gentile world, represented by the Magi, are fulfilled in the Christmas star as well.

The Wise Men offered the infant worship and gifts. Worship, because they
recognized Him as God. Gifts, in thanksgiving and praise for the great mystery revealed
to them. They offered gold to Christ the King, frankincense to Christ the Priest and
myrrh to Christ the Teacher.

The Magi teach us how to find God and how to worship Him. We must be
willing to follow the star, the light of God’s will. Our search must be sincere, unrelenting
and diligent. We must not be so concerned with the mundane problems of life, but must
keep our eyes on His light. When it seems to disappear for a while, we must not lose
hope, for it will appear again.

Like the Wise Men, we too must seek God’s light, by asking and learning. We
may find God in the strangest, most undignified and poorest places, such as stables.
Wherever He directs us we must be willing to go, and there is not better time to find the
star than at Christmas.

The Magi, who worshipped the stars, believed that the movements of the



