


bless each and every one of them in the honor and
responsibility that they have accepted as servants
of the Lord, their Parish and its members.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Community of Saint George cordially
invites all the Godparents of Saint George to join
us for a special liturgy honoring all Godparents on
Sunday, February 8, 2009.  All Sunday School
students are asked to be in Church with their
respective godparent. There will be no Sunday
School on Godparent Sunday. All students (grades
3 to 10) are to meet in the meeting room at 9:30
a.m. with Dr. Kerri Panagas to review and to
prepare for the Divine Liturgy prior to going to
church. All children are requested to ask their
Godparent to join them in singing God’s
praises that morning. We ask the community of
St. George to bake and bring sweets to enjoy
during the coffee fellowship hour.

The next Sunday School teacher’s meeting
will take place on Sunday, February 1* at 12:30
p.m. in the meeting room.

LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

The ladies had their annual Christmas
Party on December 9" at Andorra’s Restaurant.
Tom Kouros did an outstanding job as usual. The
Ladies had a grab bag gift exchange and a good
time was had by all.

In December the ladies sent poinsettias to
eight shut-ins. One boy’s and one girl’s name was
selected from the Tri-Kappa need tree at the
Walmart in Merrillville. Winter coats, hats and
gloves were purchased for them.
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Thank you to all who supported the Ladies
bread sales the Sunday before Christmas. A total
of $760 was received from the sale.

The Ladies Philoptochos Society would
also like to thank all the Ladies who made
Vasilopites for the Cutting of the Vasilopita
Celebration on Sunday, January 18, 2009. The
Ladies also thank our wonderful parishioners for
their generous giving. The sum of $1,376 was

collected. A check for $1,400 will be forwarded to
St. Basil’s Academy.

VALENTINE’S BREAKFAST

The Ladies Philoptochos Society is hosting their
annual Valentine’s Breakfast Fundraiser on
Sunday, February 22" at 12:00 p.m. Tickets
MUST be purchased after services or by
contacting chairperson, Helen Salatas at 924-2729.
Call the church office for reservations by February
16", The cost is $7.00 for adults and $5.00 for
children (8 and under). ALL ARE WELCOME!!
NEXT MEETING: Will take place on Sunday,
February 15, 2009 following the Coffee
Fellowship.

We welcome new members to take part in
the busy new year. Under the leadership of our
president, Mrs. Helen Salatas, many activities are
being planned as in past years.

20" ANNUAL ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

It is time to begin preparation for the
Oratorical Festival in our Parish, which is
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, March 1, 2009
after Divine Liturgy. Sunday School will be from
10:00 a.m.-11:05 a.m. At 11:10 a.m.-the end of
Liturgy, all students are to report to the church.
The Oratorical Festival offers our youth the
unique opportunity to express their faith, to
research Orthodoxy in a meaningful way, and to
reinforce and exhort each other to remain faithful
to Jesus Christ and His Church. For these reasons,
all of our young people will prepare speeches,
poems, essays or iconography this year, whether
or not they ultimately choose to participate. In
this way, we further one of the primary missions
of the Festival, which is to help our children learn
more about their faith. Therefore, we ask you as
parents, to please support the efforts of the church
and your child by encouraging them to participate
in this year’s St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival. Enthusiasm is contagious!! Please do
your part to spread it throughout our parish and
especially to our young people. We thank you for
your cooperation, and doing your part to make this
program a huge success. The Oratorical Festival
is open for grades 1¥-12". Application deadline
is  Wednesday, February 25, 2009.
Refreshments will be provided at the program.



