PASTORAL THOUGHTS
By +Fr. Constantine Aliferakis

HOLY WEEK THANK YOUS

The Services of Holy Week, and the Feast
Day of our Patron Saint were gloriously celebrated
at St. George. It is estimated that 3,000 parishioners
and visitors attended Holy Week Services along
with another 500 for St. George Vespers and
Liturgy. For this we sincerely thank all of you and
are deeply grateful. In addition, we were blessed to
have His Grace Bishop Demetrios preside over our
Holy Friday Lamentations Service as well as our
Spiritual Father, His Eminence Metropolitan
Iakovos preside over St. George Vespers with many
area priests in attendance. The chanting at the
Vespers by Mr. Jim Chingas and the students of the
Byzantine School of Music of our Metropolis was
inspiring!

Special thanks are extended to President
Danny Tzotzos and to all the members of the Parish
Council for their able assistance all week long, our
chanters John Katzioris assisted by Jim Xerogiannis
and Tom Tsiakopoulos, the Altar Boys, the
Myrofores (Christina and Anastasia Margaris,
Anastasia Rauch), to our Neokoro/Sacristan-Louie
as well as to all the parishioners who so generously
donated flowers, candles, etc. Special thanks are
extended to Dr. Nick Roumpakis and Ms. Despina
Amanatidis for heading up the "Engomia Choir"
which sounded fantastic!

Thank you to Lee Katsiris and Thespena
Panos who helped decorate the Church with paschal
bows and ribbons. Also thanks to George Katsiris
and his children for their assistance in preparing the
Church for Pascha. Extra special thanks to the
women and children, there were many, who made
palms on the Saturday of Lazarus. Heartfelt thanks
are extended to the Philoptochos ladies for dyeing
the red Paschal eggs on Holy Thursday morning and
who so beautifully decorated the “Epitafios” with
the help of many young people. Noteworthy are the
young men who carried the Epitafios in procession,
namely, Louis Bakris, Bobby Manousopoulos, Vaio
Goulionis and John Tsintis. VOITHIA SAS TO
ALL OF YOuU!!!

Also worthy of thanks is the Sunday School
Department headed by Peter Bakas and the
volunteers who organized our Good Friday retreat
for our youth. A job well done!

I am deeply indebted to all of you blessed
parishioners who volunteered your time, talent and
treasure. You are the ones that made the celebration
of our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection the blessing
that it was.

Above all, of course, we thank our Good
God who showered us with His abundant Grace and
Mercy during this, the holiest season of the year.
Glory to His Three-Day Resurrection!

RELIGIOUS CALENDAR
Sunday, May 3. 2009

SUNDAY OF MYRRH-BEARERS
Orthros 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, May 5, 2009
IRENE THE GREAT MARTYR
Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 10, 2009

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!

Orthros 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 17, 2009
SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
Orthros 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, May 20. 2009
GREAT VESPERS OF SS CONSTAN/HELEN
At Merrillville 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 21, 2009
S.S. CONSTANTINE & HELEN (at St. George)
Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 24, 2009
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
Orthros 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, May 28, 2009
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 31, 2009

FATHERS OF THE 1°" ECUMENICAL
COUNCIL

Orthros 8:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.




PROSFORO SCHEDULE

MAY

5/3 Meli Amanatidis

5/5 Anna Amanatidis
5/10  Helen Angelopoulos
5/17  Eleni Bakas

5/21 Maria Bakas

5/24  Joanne Damianos
5/28  Georgia Dimopoulos
5/31 Stamata Doukas

JUNE

6/7  Voula Kollintzas
6/8  Despina Kostouros
6/14  Vasilike Kostouros
6/21  Eugenia Kotsonis
6/24 Katina Kotsonis
6/28 Bessie Kouros
6/29  Georgia Kouros

PARISH REGISTRY

8™-DAY NAMING OF CHILD BLESSING

NA SAS ZEESEE!

Katerina, daughter of Harry and Crissy
Tsiakopoulos, officially received her name from the
Church on April 26, 2009.
40-DAY BLESSING — NA SAS ZEESEE!

Georgia, daughter of Peter and Voula
Romas, was churched on April 1, 2009.
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CHURCH CLEAN-UP FOR PASCHA

A sincere thank you to the following people:
Sofia Kambesis, Eleni Bakas, Maria Bakas, Georgia
Kelly, Katina Kotsonis, Despina Kostouros, George
Katsiris, Peter Katsiris, Andrew Katsiris, Stella
Zeheralis, Lynn Zeheralis, Chris Zeheralis, Yiannis
Sakelaris, Christos Sakelaris, Nicole Boulazeris and
Alexandra Boulazeris who came out to offer their
stewardship of time and “elbow-grease” beautifying
God’s House in preparation for Pascha. "Sanctify
those who love the beauty of Your House."

Father Constantine and the Parish Council
would like to wish all the mothers, grandmothers

and great-grandmothers a warm and wonderful
Mother’s Day. God bless all of you!

JUNIOR CHOIR

Junior Choir will sing in church on Sunday,
May 26™.  All students grades third and up are to
meet in the meeting room at 9:30 a.m. to briefly go
over the liturgy.

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

On behalf of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society, Georgia Samis would like to thank the
following people for their monetary gifts that
covered the cost of our St. George Vespers and St.
George Feastday celebration: Mary Cappas,
Georgia Kelly, Georgia Trakas, Betty Cappas,
Georgia Samis, Mina Tzotzos, Demetria Bakris,
Anne Karabatsos and the Wheel Restaurant.
Thanks also to H & R Catering who donated the
coffee that was served. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated! A big thank you also goes out to all
the ladies who baked and made our beloved
community’s Feastday a special occasion.

The Ladies went to Chicago on March 31%
to feed the hungry at Annunciation Cathedral. One
hundred and fifty people were served Chicken
breast, rice, salad, rolls and dessert with soda and
coffee.

The Ladies Philoptochos Society thanks
everyone for their support of their Tsoureki sale on
Palm Sunday.

Four members of our Philoptochos attended
the 27" Annual Philoptochos Lenten Retreat on
March 14™ at SS. Constantine and Helen in
Merrillville. The presentation “Hope and Change —
The Church and Society in the 21* Century” was
presented by Rev. Father John Artemas in Greek
and Rev. Father David Bissias in English.

The next Philoptochos meeting will be
Sunday, May 17, 2009 in the meeting room
following the coffee hour.

“ HIT THE STREETS”.
THE METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO
PHILOPTOCHOS Is the proud sponsor of the first



NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS HIV/AIDS
Walkathon called “ Hit the Streets”. The walkathon
is scheduled for Saturday May 9, 2009 beginning at
St. Andrew’s Church and continuing along the
lakefront. Funds raised will go to the benefit of
1,800,000 AIDS ORPHANS in Ethiopia, in
partnership with IOCC and the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church and the 400 National Aids Service
Organizations in the United States.

Ways to participate:

e Register to WALK in Chicago with other
Philoptochos chapters in on May 9™ ($25
registration fee) (Family registration is $50
for parents & children) (Provisions
w/registration include T-shirt, healthy
breakfast, & bottled water) Registration
must be in by Sunday April 13",

e Help by making a monetary pledge
donation to the Philoptochos to go for the
walkathon benefit.

Please see or contact Demetria Bakris (219) 922-9676
or email dbakris@gmail.com or President Helen
Salatas (219) 924-2729. Thank you in advance on
behalf of the St. George Philoptochos for supporting
this cause.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, May 17" will be the last day of
Sunday School.

SUNDAY SCHOOL/PTA MEETING

There will be a meeting on Sunday, May 31
following Sunday School to discuss the Graduation
Sunday program in detail. PLEASE BE PRESENT.
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GRADUATION SUNDAY

We ask that all graduating High School
seniors of Saint George contact the church office
and leave their name and phone number. Please call
no later than Friday, May 15™. (Mari will be out of
the office from May 21* through May 29" due to
surgery so it is important to notify her no later than
May 15™) Please plan on attending. Everyone is

invited and we look forward to seeing you there!
The Graduate Sunday luncheon and
celebration will take place on Sunday, May 31%

following the Divine Liturgy. Saint George will
honor all High School Seniors, Greek School and
Sunday School graduates with a barbecue luncheon
hosted by the Greek School PTA and Sunday
school. RESERVATIONS ARE MANDATORY.
FREE-WILL OFFERING will be taken. The
Greek School PTA and Sunday School appeal to
our faithful and generous parishioners to help
defray the cost of the luncheon by donating the
following items for the Graduation luncheon:

2 (640z) Charcoal Lighter Fluid

2 (211b) Charcoal Bags

3 (64 oz) Ketchup

2 (30 oz) Mustard

1 (51b) American cheese, sliced (a brick)

3 (51b) bags Iceberg Lettuce, pre-cut

1/2 gallon of Italian Dressing

20 Ib of Potato Salad

15 1b of Cole Slaw

5 (Family Size) Ridged Potato Chips bags

5 (Family Size) Barbecue Potato Chips bags

100 hamburgers

100 hamburger buns

100 hot dogs

100 hotdog buns

Parishioners who wish to donate the
above items are to contact the Greek School PTA
President, the Sunday School Director or the
Church Office no later than Wednesday, May 20™,

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL

Have a part in our VCS, which will take
place June 17" through June 19" from 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. Interested persons, who would like to
volunteer to teach or assist, please contact Eliana
Grahovac at 322-3493 or the church office by
Wednesday, May 13, 2009.

X
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JR. OLYMPICS

Plans are already underway for this year’s
Metropolis Jr. Olympics Program, which will be
held on the weekend of May 22"-24™ at SS.
Constantine & Helen in Palos Hills, IL. The
Olympics are for our youth ages 8-18 years old
who may complete in various track and field
events, along with soccer, tennis, swimming,



softball, volleyball, and much, much more. More
details will be forthcoming, however, we do need
coaches and chaperones if we are to field a variety
of teams and athletes. To volunteer your time or
to sign up, contact Eliana Grahovac at (219) 322-
3493.
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MEMORIAL DAY

On Monday, May 25, 2009 at 7:30 a.m. at
the St. George monument of Ridgelawn Cemetery,
there will be a general commemoration that will
take place for those members of St. George who
have fallen asleep. At 7:50 a.m., Father Constantine
will be available to bless the individual graves of
your loved ones at Ridgelawn Cemetery until 12
Noon. From 12:30-1:30 p.m., he will be at Chapel
Lawn Cemetery. Please exercise patience!

FANARI CAMP

Our Metropolis of Chicago summer youth
camp will be held June 21-27, 2009 at the Green
Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin.
The FANARI CAMP EXPERIENCE is one that all
our youth should take advantage of and participate
in. It gives our children an opportunity to meet
other Orthodox youth, while spending time learning
about our faith in a fun and Orthodox Christian
environment. If your child is interested in this camp
experience, please contact either Father Constantine
or the youth advisors or stop by the Church office
shelf for an application form. Age for campers is
11-16 or entering grades 6™ — 11™. Early Bird Rate
Deadline May 1, 2009: $425 - 2 children $800 -
3 Children $1,200; Registration Deadline June 1,
2009: $450 - 2 children $850 - 3 children
$1,275; Late Registrations after June 1% $475 - 2
children $900 - 3 children $1,250. (All campers
must be from one family.) This includes
transportation, meals, lodging and activity fees.

JR. GOYA

The Jr. Goyans thank all the donors, parents
and parishioners who made the Palm Sunday
luncheon a big success. Thank you for your support
of our children!

OPHXKEYTIKO HMEPOAOI'TON

Kvprokn 3 Matov 2009
TON MYPOOOPON I'YNAIKQN
OpBpog 8:30 m.u. Oera Aettovpyia 10:00 7. .

Tputn 5 Mawov 2009
EIPHNHXZ METTAAOMAPTHPOX
OpBpog 8:45 m.u. Oera Aettovpyia 10:00 7.

Kvprokn 10 Mawov 2009

KYPIAKH TOY I[TAPAAYTOY

HMEPA THXZ MHTEPAZ

OpBpoc 8:30 m.u. Oera Aettovpyta 10:00 m.p.

Kvprakn 17 Mawov 2009
KYPIAKH THXZ XAMAPEITIAOZ
OpBpoc 8:30 p.p O Asttovpyra 10:00p. .

Tetaptn 20 Mawov 2009
MET'AZ EZITEPINOZ ATTON KONXTANTI-
NOY KAI EAENHZ g1 to MepptAABAA 7:00 p.u

IMepntn 21 Mouov 2009

TON ATTON KONZTANTINOY KAI EAENHZ
OpBpocg 8:45 m.u. Oera Agttovpyta 10:00 m.p.
(omV ekkAnola pog tov Aytov N'ewpylov)

Kvpuakn 24 Mawov 2009
KYPIAKH TOY TYOAOY
OpBpog 8:30 m.u. Oera Agttovpyta 10:00 w.pu.

[Mepntn 28 Mauwov 2009
ANAAHYEQY KYPIOY
OpBpog 8:45 .. Ocra Agttovpyta 10:00 w.p

Kvprokn 31 Mawov 2009
KYPIAKH TOQN AT'TON ITATEPQN
OpBpog 8:30 m.u. BOera Aettovpyia 10:00 ..

ITPOZOOPA

MAIOY

5/3  Zouvpela Apovotidn
5/5 Avva ApovoTtion
5/10  EAievn Ayyelomoviov
5/17  Ekevn Mnoka

5/21  Mapro Mroko



524  loavvo Aopiovov
5/28 Tewpyio AnpomovAiov
5/31  Zroparta Aovka
IOYNIOY

6/7  Bovia KoAiwvila

6/8  Aeomoiva Kowotovpov
6/14 Booiiikn Kocstovpov
6/21 Evyevia Kotcovn
6/24 Katwva Kotomvn

6/28 Baoiiikn Kovpov
6/29 Tewpyro Kovpov

TTOIMANTIKEX ZKEYEIZ
vro tov +7. Kovotavtivou AAdgidpepakn
Ayonnrot Evoptreg,
EYXAPIZTIEX
H Meyain EBdopada kot to Aytov IMaoya
polt pe tnv €optn Tov aylov ['empylov
EOPTACTNKAYV LECO GE TVELUOTIKES ALVOLTOGELG
KOl GLYKIVNOELS Kol BeAove var evya
PLOTNGOLE OAOVG EKELVOLG TOL GLVEPRAAOV
GTNV OHoPON KAl OHaAN TEAECTY TOV lepmV
OKOAOLOLMV KOl GLYKEKPLUEVOL TOLG EMLTPO—
TOVG, TOLG LEPOYOAATES, TOVG
AVaAYVOOTES, TOLG leponatdec, Tig Mupodopeg,
TNV VEOAOLAL, TIG KLPLEG YLOL TOV GTOALGLLOV
tov Enttadiov, tmv @1lontoyo yia to Boyipo
TOV KOKKIVOV 0VYOV, KOOGS Kot OAOLS TOLG
EVOPLTEG OGS VIO TIG TOALATTAEG OWPEES TOVG
OTIC AvaYKeS TNG meptodov avtne. O Ogog
VO GOLG EYEL TOLVTOTE KOAQ KOLL TOL Y POVOV LIE
vyewa va Eavayloptacovpe. XPIXTOX ANEXTH

+0wk. Kovotavtivog Aleideporng kot
ExkAnciactiko Zupfoviio

ITPOTPAMMA KAAQY OIKONOMOY 2009
Kabe ypovo mpenel va avavemoovpe
™MV 7ot pog Kabwg dtakovoupe tov Kuplov
kat TNV Ayta Tov ExkAnocia pe 1o va
dtabeTovE TOV Y POVO LAG, TOL TOAEVTO LOGC, KO
tov Oncavpo poc. H yevvoiodmpn vrootnpién
cog ypetaletat kot Taiy epetog. Hom
TEAELOOOLLLE TO TPMTO TPLUNVO TOL Y POVOL KOl
TOALOL EVOPITEG BEV EYOVV CLUTANPMOCEL TNV
KOPTOL LTOCYECEMS. Kappia evopla pnopet vo
emMCNOEL KOl VO TPOKOWYEL Y OPLS TNV TANPN
adooLOCT TOV EVOPLTMV TNG evoplas. [a va

elpaote COVTOVN EVOPLa KoL €1G TNV AQLTPELQL,
KOl E1C TNV OAT O10KOVIAL TG EKKANOLOG LOG
ypetaletat vo elpaete Tpodupot 6To potpa
GO TOV ELAOYLOV TOL BEOL HE TNV EKKANGLA
oL O¢gov. 't avTo cag TopakaAovE Bepuo va
OLVTOTTOKPLOEITE GTO KOAECUA TNG EKKANGLOG
kot va emiatpeyete tnv 2009 Kapta
Ynooyeoemg oto ypadelo NG ekkAnolag. Eav
dev elaPete to puALadlo kot TNV Kapta
Ynooyeoemg tnAedpowvnote oto ypadeto. Eav
eEAOLPETE YPOLULLLOL Y1OL TNV OKOUT] OTAN PO
LTOGYEGT TOL €TOLG 2008 UNV TO AYVOELTE.

YKkedpOelte EMONG VO ALEAVETE TNV
npocdopa cag ano 1o 1% €15 ta 2% ano 1o
pieBo coc. H moioio AtoBnkn d1docket 10
<<dekatov>>, dnhadn 10%. Me tig onuepiveg
OlKOVOULKEG SLOKOAES Tacyel Kot N EkkAnola
Movo pe tnv BonBeia tov kabevog pog Bo pmro—
PECOLE VO LTOGTNPLEOLUE TNV EKKANGLOL OGS
Y10 VOL DTTOPYEL YLOL TOL TTALOLOL KOLL EYYOVIOL LLOC.

O otoyog poag yia to €10g 2009 wg adopoa
10 [Ipoypapupa KaAiov Oucovopov gtvat
$180,000 ko epocov eyovue 315 pein
LTOAOYILOVLE KOLTAL LEGOV OPOV T KaLOE
olkoyevela Tpenel va. Tpocdepet $572 eav
ExkAnola pog 6o metuyel Tov 6T0Y0 TNG. Ag
EYOLUE LT OYLV OGS OTL LE TPOVTTOAOYLGLLO
tov $592,870 yia t0 2009 0 oTOYOG TOL
IIpoypapupatog Karov Otkovouov amotelel
30% amo tov oAo tpovmoroycuo!!! Tlgpuvot
74% n 3 amo 4 vTooyecELS TOL gABE M
EKKANGIO MTAV 1) TO JVIHOLH N $25 Tave ano
TO MVIHOLU. ZNTOLLE, OTOL ELVOL SLVATOV,
OLTOL Ol EVOPLTEG TOL TPOGHEPOLV LULVILLOV L
npocdopa va EETACOLY TNV XPLOTIALVIKN
GLVELINGOT TOV VAL ELO0LV UNTIMG LTOPOLY VOl
ELVOLL AYOLKL TTLO YEVVALOOM®POL TPOG TNV
ExxAnocia toug kou va tposrtadncovy vo
dTacovv Tov 6toy0 TV $572 10 Kabe peLOC.
Ma kot 0omoladNToTE ALENCT TOLV® OTO TO
pvipovp 6o pog Bondnoet.

Ag paBovpe amo to gvayyeAlo ot
ELLOLOTE OLTAMG OLALYELPNCTAL TOV AYAB®V TOL
®eov. Tov Beov Tt ayaba etvorl ovTe dika
pov, ovte dtka cov aiia duko TOY!!

Evoc doticpevog avBpwnog eime pio popa to
eEng:  ZHMEPON MOY, AYPION XOY,

OYAETIOTE TINOZX.



OUR LADIES
PREPARING FOR PASCHA




