
PASTORAL THOUGHTS 
By +Fr. Constantine Aliferakis 
 
HOLY WEEK THANK YOUS 

The Services of Holy Week, and the Feast 
Day of our Patron Saint were gloriously celebrated 
at St. George. It is estimated that 3,000 parishioners 
and visitors attended Holy Week Services along  
with another 500 for St. George Vespers and 
Liturgy.  For this we sincerely thank all of you and 
are deeply grateful.  In addition, we were blessed to 
have His Grace Bishop Demetrios preside over our 
Holy Friday Lamentations Service as well as our 
Spiritual Father, His Eminence Metropolitan 
Iakovos preside over St. George Vespers with many 
area priests in attendance.  The chanting at the 
Vespers by Mr. Jim Chingas and the students of the 
Byzantine School of Music of our Metropolis was 
inspiring!  

Special thanks are extended to President 
Danny Tzotzos and to all the members of the Parish 
Council for their able assistance all week long, our 
chanters John Katzioris assisted by Jim Xerogiannis 
and Tom Tsiakopoulos, the Altar Boys, the 
Myrofores (Christina and Anastasia Margaris, 
Anastasia Rauch), to our Neokoro/Sacristan-Louie 
as well as to all the parishioners who so generously 
donated flowers, candles, etc.  Special thanks are 
extended to Dr. Nick Roumpakis and Ms. Despina 
Amanatidis for heading up the "Engomia Choir" 
which sounded fantastic! 

 Thank you to Lee Katsiris and Thespena 
Panos who helped decorate the Church with paschal 
bows and ribbons.  Also thanks to George Katsiris 
and his children for their assistance in preparing the 
Church for Pascha. Extra special thanks to the 
women and children, there were many, who made 
palms on the Saturday of Lazarus.  Heartfelt thanks 
are extended to the Philoptochos ladies for dyeing 
the red Paschal eggs on Holy Thursday morning and 
who so beautifully decorated the “Epitafios” with 
the help of many young people. Noteworthy are the 
young men who carried the Epitafios in procession, 
namely, Louis Bakris, Bobby Manousopoulos, Vaio 
Goulionis and John Tsintis. VOITHIA SAS TO 
ALL OF YOU!!!  

Also worthy of thanks is the Sunday School 
Department headed by Peter Bakas and the 
volunteers who organized our Good Friday retreat 
for our youth.  A job well done! 

I am deeply indebted to all of you blessed 
parishioners who volunteered your time, talent and 
treasure.  You are the ones that made the celebration 
of our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection the blessing 
that it was.   

Above all, of course, we thank our Good 
God who showered us with His abundant Grace and 
Mercy during this, the holiest season of the year. 
Glory to His Three-Day Resurrection! 

 
 

RELIGIOUS CALENDAR 
 
Sunday, May 3, 2009 
SUNDAY OF MYRRH-BEARERS 
Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Tuesday, May 5, 2009 
IRENE THE GREAT MARTYR 
Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, May 10, 2009 
SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC  
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!! 
Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, May 17, 2009 
SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 
Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 
GREAT VESPERS OF SS CONSTAN/HELEN 
At Merrillville 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 
S.S. CONSTANTINE & HELEN (at St. George) 
Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, May 24, 2009 
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN 
Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Thursday, May 28, 2009 
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, May 31, 2009 
FATHERS OF THE 1ST ECUMENICAL 
COUNCIL 
Orthros 8:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 



 
PROSFORO SCHEDULE 
 
MAY 
5/3 Meli Amanatidis 
5/5 Anna Amanatidis 
5/10 Helen Angelopoulos 
5/17 Eleni Bakas 
5/21 Maria Bakas 
5/24 Joanne Damianos 
5/28 Georgia Dimopoulos 
5/31 Stamata Doukas 
 
JUNE 
6/7 Voula Kollintzas 
6/8 Despina Kostouros 
6/14 Vasilike Kostouros 
6/21 Eugenia Kotsonis 
6/24 Katina Kotsonis 
6/28 Bessie Kouros 
6/29 Georgia Kouros 
 
PARISH REGISTRY  
 
8th-DAY NAMING OF CHILD BLESSING 
 NA SAS ZEESEE! 
 Katerina, daughter of Harry and Crissy 
Tsiakopoulos, officially received her name from the 
Church on April 26, 2009. 
40-DAY BLESSING – NA SAS ZEESEE! 
 Georgia, daughter of Peter and Voula 
Romas, was churched on April 1, 2009. 
 

 
CHURCH CLEAN-UP FOR PASCHA 
 A sincere thank you to the following people: 
Sofia Kambesis, Eleni Bakas, Maria Bakas, Georgia 
Kelly, Katina Kotsonis, Despina Kostouros, George 
Katsiris, Peter Katsiris, Andrew Katsiris, Stella 
Zeheralis, Lynn Zeheralis, Chris Zeheralis, Yiannis 
Sakelaris, Christos Sakelaris, Nicole Boulazeris and 
Alexandra Boulazeris who came out to offer their 
stewardship of time and “elbow-grease” beautifying 
God’s House in preparation for Pascha.  "Sanctify 
those who love the beauty of Your House."  

  
 Father Constantine and the Parish Council 
would like to wish all the mothers, grandmothers 
and great-grandmothers a warm and wonderful 
Mother’s Day.  God bless all of you! 
 
JUNIOR CHOIR  
 Junior Choir will sing in church on Sunday, 
May 26th.  All students grades third and up are to 
meet in the meeting room at 9:30 a.m. to briefly go 
over the liturgy.  
  
PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY 
 On behalf of the Ladies Philoptochos 
Society, Georgia Samis would like to thank the 
following people for their monetary gifts that 
covered the cost of our St. George Vespers and St. 
George Feastday celebration: Mary Cappas, 
Georgia Kelly, Georgia Trakas, Betty Cappas, 
Georgia Samis, Mina Tzotzos, Demetria Bakris, 
Anne Karabatsos and the Wheel Restaurant.  
Thanks also to H & R Catering who donated the 
coffee that was served.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!  A big thank you also goes out to all 
the ladies who baked and made our beloved 
community’s Feastday a special occasion. 
 The Ladies went to Chicago on March 31st 
to feed the hungry at Annunciation Cathedral.  One 
hundred and fifty people were served Chicken 
breast, rice, salad, rolls and dessert with soda and 
coffee. 
 The Ladies Philoptochos Society thanks 
everyone for their support of their Tsoureki sale on 
Palm Sunday. 
 Four members of our Philoptochos attended 
the 27th Annual Philoptochos Lenten Retreat on 
March 14th at SS. Constantine and Helen in 
Merrillville.  The presentation “Hope and Change – 
The Church and Society in the 21st Century” was 
presented by Rev. Father John Artemas in Greek 
and Rev. Father David Bissias in English. 
 The next Philoptochos meeting will be 
Sunday, May 17, 2009 in the meeting room 
following the coffee hour.   
 
“ HIT THE STREETS”. 
THE METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO 
PHILOPTOCHOS Is the proud sponsor of the first 



NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS HIV/AIDS 
Walkathon called “ Hit the Streets”.  The walkathon 
is scheduled for Saturday May 9, 2009 beginning at 
St. Andrew’s Church and continuing along the 
lakefront.  Funds raised will go to the benefit of 
1,800,000 AIDS ORPHANS in Ethiopia, in 
partnership with IOCC and the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church and the 400 National Aids Service 
Organizations in the United States.   
Ways to participate: 

• Register to WALK in Chicago with other 
Philoptochos chapters in on May 9th ($25 
registration fee) (Family registration is $50 
for parents & children) (Provisions 
w/registration include T-shirt, healthy 
breakfast, & bottled water) Registration 
must be in by Sunday April 13th. 

• Help by making a monetary pledge 
donation to the Philoptochos to go for the 
walkathon benefit. 

Please see or contact Demetria Bakris (219) 922-9676 
or email dbakris@gmail.com or President Helen 
Salatas (219) 924-2729.  Thank you in advance on 
behalf of the St. George Philoptochos for supporting 
this cause. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Sunday, May 17th will be the last day of 
Sunday School. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL/PTA MEETING 
 There will be a meeting on Sunday, May 3rd 
following Sunday School to discuss the Graduation 
Sunday program in detail.  PLEASE BE PRESENT. 
 
 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 
We ask that all graduating High School 

seniors of Saint George contact the church office 
and leave their name and phone number. Please call 
no later than Friday, May 15th.  (Mari will be out of 
the office from May 21st through May 29th due to 
surgery so it is important to notify her no later than 
May 15th.)  Please plan on attending. Everyone is 
invited and we look forward to seeing you there! 
 The Graduate Sunday luncheon and 
celebration will take place on Sunday, May 31st 

following the Divine Liturgy. Saint George will 
honor all High School Seniors, Greek School and 
Sunday School graduates with a barbecue luncheon 
hosted by the Greek School PTA and Sunday 
school. RESERVATIONS ARE MANDATORY. 
FREE–WILL OFFERING will be taken.  The 
Greek School PTA and Sunday School appeal to 
our faithful and generous parishioners to help 
defray the cost of the luncheon by donating the 
following items for the Graduation luncheon: 

2 (64oz) Charcoal Lighter Fluid 
2 (21lb) Charcoal Bags 
3 (64 oz) Ketchup 
2 (30 oz) Mustard 
1 (5lb) American cheese, sliced (a brick) 
3 (5lb) bags Iceberg Lettuce, pre-cut 
1/2 gallon of Italian Dressing 
20 lb of Potato Salad 
15 lb of Cole Slaw 
5 (Family Size) Ridged Potato Chips bags 
5 (Family Size) Barbecue Potato Chips bags 
100 hamburgers   
100 hamburger buns 
100 hot dogs  

            100 hotdog buns 
 Parishioners who wish to donate the 
above items are to contact the Greek School PTA 
President, the Sunday School Director or the 
Church Office no later than Wednesday, May 20th. 
  
VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL 

Have a part in our VCS, which will take 
place June 17th through June 19th from 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.  Interested persons, who would like to 
volunteer to teach or assist, please contact Eliana 
Grahovac at 322-3493 or the church office by 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009.  
 

JR. OLYMPICS 
Plans are already underway for this year’s 

Metropolis Jr. Olympics Program, which will be 
held on the weekend of May 22nd-24th, at SS. 
Constantine & Helen in Palos Hills, IL.  The 
Olympics are for our youth ages 8-18 years old 
who may complete in various track and field 
events, along with soccer, tennis, swimming, 



softball, volleyball, and much, much more.  More 
details will be forthcoming, however, we do need 
coaches and chaperones if we are to field a variety 
of teams and athletes.  To volunteer your time or 
to sign up, contact Eliana Grahovac at (219) 322-
3493. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
 On Monday, May 25, 2009 at 7:30 a.m. at 
the St. George monument of Ridgelawn Cemetery, 
there will be a general commemoration that will 
take place for those members of St. George who 
have fallen asleep.  At 7:50 a.m., Father Constantine 
will be available to bless the individual graves of 
your loved ones at Ridgelawn Cemetery until 12 
Noon.  From 12:30-1:30 p.m., he will be at Chapel 
Lawn Cemetery.  Please exercise patience! 
 
FANARI CAMP 
 Our Metropolis of Chicago summer youth 
camp will be held June 21–27, 2009 at the Green 
Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin.  
The FANARI CAMP EXPERIENCE is one that all 
our youth should take advantage of and participate 
in.  It gives our children an opportunity to meet 
other Orthodox youth, while spending time learning 
about our faith in a fun and Orthodox Christian 
environment.  If your child is interested in this camp 
experience, please contact either Father Constantine 
or the youth advisors or stop by the Church office 
shelf for an application form.  Age for campers is 
11-16 or entering grades 6th – 11th.  Early Bird Rate 
Deadline May 1, 2009: $425   -  2 children $800   -  
3 Children $1,200;  Registration Deadline June 1, 
2009:  $450  -  2 children $850  -  3 children 
$1,275;  Late Registrations after June 1st: $475  -  2 
children $900  -  3 children $1,250.  (All campers 
must be from one family.)  This includes 
transportation, meals, lodging and activity fees.   
 
JR. GOYA  

The Jr. Goyans thank all the donors, parents 
and parishioners who made the Palm Sunday 
luncheon a big success.  Thank you for your support 
of our children! 
 
 
 

ΘΡΗΣΚΕΥΤΙΚΟ ΗΜΕΡΟΛΟΓΙΟΝ 
 
Κυριακη 3 Μαιου 2009 
ΤΩΝ ΜΥΡΟΦΟΡΩΝ ΓΥΝΑΙΚΩΝ 
Ορθρος 8:30 π.µ.  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ. 
 
Τριτη 5 Μαιου 2009 
ΕΙΡΗΝΗΣ ΜΕΓΑΛΟΜΑΡΤΗΡΟΣ 
Ορθρος 8:45 π.µ.  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ. 
 
Κυριακη 10 Μαιου 2009 
ΚΥΡΙΑΚΗ ΤΟΥ ΠΑΡΑΛΥΤΟΥ 
ΗΜΕΡΑ ΤΗΣ ΜΗΤΕΡΑΣ 
Ορθρος 8:30 π.µ.  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ. 
 

  Κυριακη 17 Μαιου 2009 
  ΚΥΡΙΑΚΗ ΤΗΣ ΣΑΜΑΡΕΙΤΙ∆ΟΣ 
  Ορθρος 8:30 µ.µ  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00µ.µ. 
 
Τεταρτη 20 Μαιου 2009 
ΜΕΓΑΣ ΕΣΠΕΡΙΝΟΣ ΑΓΙΩΝ ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙ−      
ΝΟΥ ΚΑΙ ΕΛΕΝΗΣ εις το Μερριλλβιλλ 7:00 µ.µ 
 
Πεµπτη  21 Μαιου 2009 
ΤΩΝ ΑΓΙΩΝ ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥ ΚΑΙ ΕΛΕΝΗΣ 
Ορθρος 8:45 π.µ.  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ. 

  (στην εκκλησια µας του Αγιου Γεωργιου) 
   
Κυριακη 24 Μαιου 2009 
ΚΥΡΙΑΚΗ ΤΟΥ ΤΥΦΛΟΥ 
Ορθρος 8:30 π.µ.  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ. 
 
Πεµπτη 28 Μαιου 2009 
ΑΝΑΛΗΨΕΩΣ ΚΥΡΙΟΥ 
Ορθρος 8:45 π.µ. Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ 
 
Κυριακη 31 Μαιου 2009 
ΚΥΡΙΑΚΗ ΤΩΝ ΑΓΙΩΝ ΠΑΤΕΡΩΝ 
Ορθρος 8:30 π.µ.  Θεια Λειτουργια 10:00 π.µ. 

 
ΠΡΟΣΦΟΡΑ 
 
ΜΑΙΟΥ 
5/3 Σουµελα Αµανατιδη 
5/5 Αννα Αµανατιδη 
5/10 Ελενη Αγγελοπουλου 
5/17 Ελενη Μπακα 
5/21 Μαρια Μπακα 



5/24 Ιωαννα ∆αµιανου 
5/28 Γεωργια ∆ηµοπουλου 
5/31 Σταµατα ∆ουκα 
ΙΟΥΝΙΟΥ 
6/7 Βουλα Κολλιντζα 
6/8 ∆εσποινα Κωστουρου 
6/14 Βασιλικη Κωστουρου 
6/21 Ευγενια Κοτσωνη 
6/24 Κατινα Κοτσωνη 
6/28 Βασιλικη Κουρου 
6/29 Γεωργια Κουρου 
 
ΠΟΙΜΑΝΤΙΚΕΣ ΣΚΕΨΕΙΣ 

υπο του +π. Κωνσταντινου Αλειφερακη 
 Αγαπητοι Ενοριτες, 
 ΕΥΧΑΡΙΣΤΙΕΣ 
          Η Μεγαλη Εβδοµαδα και το Αγιον Πασχα 
µαζι µε την εορτη του αγιου Γεωργιου  
εορταστηκαν µεσα σε πνευµατικες ανατασεις 
και συγκινησεις και θελουµε να ευχα  
ριστησουµε ολους εκεινους που συνεβαλον 
στην οµορφη και οµαλη τελεσιν των Ιερων 
ακολουθιων και συγκεκριµενα τους επιτρο− 
πους, τους ιεροψαλτες, τους 
αναγνωστες, τους Ιεροπαιδες, τις Μυροφορες, 
την νεολαια, τις κυριες για τον στολισµον 
του Επιταφιου, την Φιλοπτωχο για το βαψιµο 
των κοκκινων αυγων, καθως και ολους τους  
ενοριτες µας για τις πολλαπλες δωρεες τους  
στις αναγκες της περιοδου αυτης.  Ο Θεος  
να σας εχει παντοτε καλα και του χρονου µε  
υγεια να ξαναγιορτασουµε. ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ 
 
+Οικ. Κωνσταντινος Αλειφερακης και               
Εκκλησιαστικο Συµβουλιο  
 
ΠΡΟΓΡΑΜΜΑ ΚΑΛΟΥ ΟΙΚΟΝΟΜΟΥ 2009
 Καθε χρονο πρεπει να ανανεωσουµε  
την  πιστη µας καθως διακονουµε τον Κυριον  
και την Αγια Του Εκκλησια µε το να  
διαθετουµε τον χρονο µας, τα ταλεντα µας, και
τον θησαυρο µας.  Η γενναιοδωρη υποστηριξη 
σας χρειαζεται και παλιν εφετος.  Ηδη 
τελειωσαµε το πρωτο τριµηνο του χρονου και 
πολλοι ενοριτες δεν εχουν συµπληρωσει την  
καρτα υποσχεσεως.  Καµµια ενορια µπορει να 
επιζησει και να  προκοψει χωρις την πληρη  
αφοσιωση των ενοριτων της ενοριας.  Για να  

ειµαστε ζωντανη ενορια και εις την λατρεια,  
και εις την ολη διακονια της εκκλησιας µας    
χρειαζεται να ειµαστε προθυµοι στο µοιρα  
σµα των ευλογιων του Θεου µε την  εκκλησια  
του Θεου. Γι αυτο σας παρακαλουµε θερµα να
ανταποκριθειτε στο καλεσµα της εκκλησιας    
και να επιστρεψετε την 2009 Καρτα  
Υποσχεσεως στο γραφειο της  εκκλησιας.  Εαν 
δεν ελαβετε το φυλλαδιο  και την Καρτα  
Υποσχεσεως τηλεφωνηστε  στο γραφειο.  Εαν  
ελαβετε γραµµα για την ακοµη απληρωτη  
υποσχεση του ετους 2008 µην το αγνοειτε.  
 Σκεφθειτε επισης να αυξανετε την 
προσφορα σας απο το 1% εις τα 2% απο το  
µισθο σας.  Η παλαια ∆ιαθηκη διδασκει το 
<<δεκατον>>, δηλαδη 10%.  Με τις σηµερινες   
οικονοµικες δυσκολιες πασχει και η Εκκλησια
Μονο µε την βοηθεια του καθενος µας θα µπο−
ρεσουµε να  υποστηριξουµε την  εκκλησια µας
για να υπαρχει για τα παιδια και εγγονια µας.  
 Ο στοχος µας για το ετος 2009 ως αφορα
το  Προγραµµα Καλου Οικονοµου ειναι  
$180,000 και εφοσον εχουµε 315 µελη 
υπολογιζουµε κατα µεσον ορον η καθε  
οικογενεια πρεπει να  προσφερει $572 εαν η  
Εκκλησια µας θα πετυχει τον στοχο της. Ας   
εχουµε υπ′ οψιν  µας  οτι µε προυπολογισµο  
των $592,870  για το 2009 ο στοχος  του  
Προγραµµατος Καλου Οικονοµου αποτελει  
30% απο τον ολο προυπολογισµο!!!   Περυσι  
74% η 3 απο 4 υποσχεσεις που ελαβε η  
εκκλησια ηταν η το µινιµουµ η $25 πανω απο  
το µινιµουµ.  Ζητουµε, οπου ειναι δυνατον,  
αυτοι οι  ενοριτες που προσφερουν µινιµουµ  
προσφορα να εξετασουν την Χριστιανικη  
συνειδηση των να ειδουν µηπως µπορουν να  
ειναι λιγακι πιο γενναιοδωροι προς την  
Εκκλησια τους και να προσπαθησουν να  
φτασουν τον στοχο των $572 το καθε µελος.   
Μα και οποιαδηποτε αυξηση πανω απο το  
µινιµουµ θα µας βοηθησει.    
 Ας µαθουµε απο το ευαγγελιο οτι  
ειµαστε απλως διαχειρησται των αγαθων του 
Θεου.  Του Θεου τα  αγαθα ειναι ουτε δικα 
µου, ουτε δικα  σου αλλα  δικα ΤΟΥ!! 
Ενας φωτισµενος  ανθρωπος ειπε µια φορα το  
εξης:    ΣΗΜΕΡΟΝ ΜΟΥ, ΑΥΡΙΟΝ ΣΟΥ,              
      ΟΥ∆ΕΠΟΤΕ ΤΙΝΟΣ. 



 

OUR LADIES 
PREPARING FOR PASCHA 


