HEROES OF THE FAITH: ST. AVERKIOS - OCTOBER 22™°

Most of us are familiar with the more “popular” Saints of the Faith such as St. Nicholas, St.
Demetrios and St. Catherine. We do, however, have a tendency to overlook some of the less “popular”
Saints of our Church who most assuredly deserve equal honor and attention. How many of us have ever
heard of St. Averkios? Not very many no doubt, and yet, this amazing man of the Orthodox Faith has lived
one of the most astounding lives in all human history.

We learn from the Church Fathers that Averkios was Bishop of Hierapolis (in Asia Minor) during
the second century (186 A.D.). Averkios was gifted with great wisdom and compassion. He was the most
beloved spiritual leader in all the land. During his fifth year as Bishop of Hierapolis, the pagans of the area
built a magnificent marble temple in honor of the Grecian God Apollo. Our Blessed Lord appeared to .
Averkios in a vision and told him that he would be endowed with physical power that knew no limits and
- which he was to put to use in God’s work. This strength was given to him that he might destroy with his
! own hands this new temple. For the pagans had maintained that the God of the Christians could never

destroy the power of Apollo nor his temple.

Averklos discountenanced violence of any kind, but the destruction of a temple of paganism was a holy task that he
found not in the least offensive, and he felt a sense of deep pride and humility for having been chosen to be an instrument of
God. In the cover of darkness he entered the temple and within minutes, as he reached out his hands to grasp the pillars, the
temple was in ruins. As the thundering noise went out over all the city, all came to stand in amazement at this awesome
display of God. Not, convinced, the pagans retaliated swiftly.

A mob of pagans, 500 strong, marched to the cathedral of the Bishop with every intention of hanging him from its
steeple. As they approached, Averkios waited for them on the steps of the Cathedral. Suddenly three young men appeared in
front of the enraged mob. These men were possessed by “demons” and were frothing at the mouth; they withered on the
ground and uttered phrases no one understood. Averkios commanded the demons to “come out” of the young men, and
they were immediately cured. The 500 enraged pagans became as little children as they saw the miracle, which took place
before them. They remained in the courtyard all night as prayer services were conducted by Averkios, proclaiming the glory
and majesty of Almighty God. All 500 pagans were converted and baptized the following morning.

Gradually, the rest of the city became Christian, as did the proconsul when Averkios healed his blind mother.
Feeling compassion for the people’s sickness, he prayed to God to create a healing spring for the people, which He did.

The incident of this mass conversion brought fame to Bishop Averkios, whose power of healing was now manifest
and to whom pilgrims by the thousands came for spiritual comfort and physical cure. The prodigious physical strength God
had given this pious Bishop became a fountain of spiritual blessing, which was showered upon those who had faith, and in
the ensuing ten years the cathedral attracted Christians from all corners of the earth who trudged mile after weary mile just
to be touched by this Man of God. In addition to his miraculous healing powers, given to him by the Lord, Averkios was
also an eloquent preacher offering the faithful words of wisdom and faith.

The Emperor of Rome, Marcus Aurelius, and his wife, Faustina also heard of the miraculous powers of Bishop
Averlrine Their civteen-vear.nld dauchter was suffering from a stranoe illness. and no nhvsician of the Roman Emnire could




